Direct percutaneous endoscopic jejunostomy placement in a patient with intracorporeal left ventricular assist device.
We present a case involving a patient who required enteral feeding after implantation of an abdominally positioned left ventricular assist device. The position of the device occupied most of the abdomen, precluding percutaneous endoscopic gastrostomy tube placement. However, in the case presented, direct percutaneous endoscopic jejunostomy (DPEJ) tube placement was achieved without interfering with the intracorporeal device. To our knowledge, there are no previous reports in the literature of successful DPEJ placement in a patient with an abdominally positioned heart assist device. DPEJ should be considered as a long-term enteral feeding route when structural barriers prevent percutaneous gastric access.